THE FIFTY - THIRD 


ANNUAL REPORT 


of the 


TOWN OF MILLIS 


for the 


Year Ending Dec. 31, 
1938 


MILLIS PRESS 
Millis, Mass. 
1939 


Memorial Day Committee 
Raymond E. Simpson Millard B. LaCroix 
Leo A. Keating Harry T. Hall 
John H. T. Olson Arthur M, Smith 
Michael Rosen 


OFFICERS APPOINTED BY THE SELECTMEN 


Registrars of Voters 
William Christian, 1939 Katherine Murphy, 1940. 
Sidney W. Choate, 1941 
Board of Fire Engineers 
John H. Ward. Jr. Moody J. Richardson 
Charles Lipsett 
Public Weighers 


George L. Gates John R. Labaree 


Fence Viewers 


John H. Ingraham 


Surveyors of Wood and Lumber 


Lemuel Clark Michael Murphy 
Inspector of Slaughtering Arthur F, Scholl 
Sealer of Weights and Measures John H. Ward, Jr, 
Forest Warden Delmont C, Adams 
Cattle Inspector Timothy J. McCarthy 
Milk Inspector Joseph J. Clancy 
Field Driver William H. Thorne 
Dog Officer William H. Thorne 
Superintendent of Streets William F. Cunningham 


AONDAY, FEBRUAI 
aps 2 ool ditori) , 
ing n v 
Qn ISS1ONET a : e 
x 1- r lk i 


f the mey r by ( unt on 
= ty Asya oney for all t 
nses, inclu a sum sufficie all Town Offi 
i i 0,00 


‘n Clerk 


S u of the 


Mar [ r 

Will Ing P 
ulus 2 r 

rath tha ate t 


f hi 1 da a s all 
e 1038, 


1 of 


lis 


$269.50 


a 9.00 


OPET “TE “9°CI Or6T “T 3u soe “roe ‘e0e 
. zoe “Loe ‘00g 
SrEr “1 9G OC Stel “£6 (96 $6 “162 
trol ‘1 99 OO'SIE —FFGL ‘16 ‘06 “68 ‘S8z 
fPor ‘“T 9°Cl ON0Zr £b6L ‘Ss “€8 ‘282 
col “1 99Q 00SZS = ZF ‘6L ‘he ‘Oke 
Tro ‘1 79d ~O0'DE9 ~The "eZ “eZ “12 ‘OLE 
OF6T ‘1 2°. OO'SEL = —-OFGT “T 2un[ “£9 ‘99 “SO “bOT 
6€6l “1 29Cr OOORSS — GEST ‘1 oun 19 ‘09 ‘6g ‘gsz 
yueg jeuonen 

$yueEPAeIA] OF PIOS Bie IW] JO VY Ts6I ‘E eunr penss] Supping [oops 


(pePnPueD) — GEG ‘I AUVONVE LAI ONIGNV.LSLNO 


Fund inua ): 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
TO THE CITIZENS OF MILLIS. 


The Board of Selectmen submit the following report 
for the year 1938. 


The Selectmen placed, in the hands of the Federal 
authorities, relief projects to extend throughout the year 
and we received the cooperation of the Works Progress 
Ndministration Officials, and during the year have had 
a large number of our unemployed citizens working on 
these projects. 


The Selectmen continued with sidewalk projects as 
part of the W. P. A. work and have approximately one 
mile of cement sidewalks completed during the year. It is 
the intention of the Selectmen to continue sidewalk con- 
struction during the year 1939, with the assistance of the 
Works Progress Administration. 


The completion of all projects depends on the con- 
tinuation of Federal Relief program. 


We have continued our safety program by widening 
streets, cutting down banks and moving walls from many 
dangerous corners, and we wish to especially call your 
attention to the widening at the Sherborn-Millis lines and 
the widening and straightening of Dover Road for approxi- 
mately the entire length. 


Naturally we are sorry that it was necessary for several 
of our departments to draw upon the Emergency Fund and 
in a few instances exceed our appropriation. The necessity 
for this was catsed by acts beyond our control. In July 


103 


Street and westerly by Ridge Street, subject to the follow- 
ing conditions: That this land will always be used, free to 
the inhabitants of the Town of Millis, solely for park and 
recreations purposes; that no water shall be allowed to 
flow from this land in such a way as to catise damage to 
any portion of the farm of Mr. Richardson; that the boun- 
dary line next to Mr. Richardson’s farm will be kept prop- 
erly fenced, and that the Town of Millis shall pay all ex- 
pense of having the land surveyed and other expenses inci- 
dental to the transfer. 


Article 19. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 
a sum of money for the purchase of a Loading Machine 
for the use of the Highway Department, or act in any man- 
ner relating thereto. 


Article 20. To see if the Town will yote to authorize 
the Board of Water Commissioners to appoint their own 
Water Registrar, or act in any manner relating thereto. 


Article 21, To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 
a sum of money for the suppression of Gypsy and Brown 
Tail Moth and Elm Leaf Beetle, or act in any manner re- 
lating thereto. 


Article 22. To see if the Town will appropriate $300.00 
to provide post quarters for the Millis Post 208, the Ameri- 
can Legion (as provided under General Laws, Chapter 40, 
Section 9, as amended by Acts of 1923, Chapter 122), or act 
in any manner relating thereto. 


Article 23. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 
a sum of money for a swimming pool, to be spent under 
the direction of the Selectmen, or act in any manner relat- 
ing thereto. 


Article 24. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 
a sum of money to reimburse the emergency fund, or act 
in any manner relating thereto. 
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a better opportunity. Her work has been conducted in a most satis- 
factory manner by Mrs. Merle Brown. 


Qur long-anticipated beginning in Industrial Training was made 
in September. Equipment for work in wood, carefully chosen and 
purchased on bids during the summer, includes individual benches, 
a good range of hand tools of first quality, and a few machines, such 
as circular saw, scroll saw, grinder, and miter-box. For instructor we 
were fortunate in finding Robert C. Morton of Brockton, who comes 
to us on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. He has planned and placed the 
equipment and directed the beginning work of his classes in thor- 
oughly workmanlike manner and he has met with a cordial response 
in attitude and effort by those pupils who have been offered the 
opportunity, We expect expansion of this good beginning in equip- 
ment, time employed, and kinds of work offered. 


The pupils of the school have this year added a piece of equip- 
ment for which they have longed and worked for at least four years 
—a sound projector, together with added means for reproducing 
phonographic records for instruction, entertainment, or dancing; it 
will also be easy to add a microphone if school or town functions in 
the assembly hall seem to need it, While our hall proves to be 
difficult in its acoustic properties, this new projector gives satisfac- 
tory results and we expect to make much use of silent and talking 
movies. Our pupils feel repaid for their continued efforts and are 
especially grateful to those preceding classes who worked for it but 
could not actually enjoy it during their school years, 


Our Nursery Class continues effective work and the results are 
apparent when children enter Grade 1. We feel increasing un- 
certainty about the continuance of this work at Federal expense 
and corresponding anxiety for assurance that the Town will main- 
tain it if the government does withdraw its support. The Town, we 
feel, must be ready to take over this class with one or two perma- 
ment teachers for as many pupils just below first-grade age as can 
be cared for effectively; also to transport those of them who may 
need to be carried. This will increase, but abundantly repay, our 
expense. Our present Nursery Class is carried by Misses Doliner 
and Clark through the summer weeks as well as the school year. 


With this addition of Manual Training our entire building is in 
use. An adequate storage room for school supplies and a work- 
room and supply-room for janitors were constructed in place of a 
basement stairway which had been unused since our addition was 
built; the Manual Training room is now freed for the usc for which 
it was planned. Ten rooms in our plant are filled practically to the 
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We expect to do some Red Cross work later in connection with 
this croup and the 4H Club, which meets every other week. For this 
work Mrs. Parker of the Boston Junior Red Cross has been pre- 
paring us through varied suggestions. Already we have made menu 
covers to be used over the holidays in the naval hospitals. 

Meanwhile our regular work is progressing favorably and we 
trust the townspeople will share in our activities by feeling free 
to visit us at any time while the domestic science classes are in 
session. 


Respectfully submitted, 


KATHERINE R. GILBOY 


REPORT OF PRE-SCHOOL CLASS 


To the Superintendent of School: 


Everywhere realization is growing that provision for children 
five and four years old and even younger is an essential part of 
our scheme of education. The first year of a child’s school life is 
indeed important. During this period the child must learn to adapt 
himseli to the larger group, to follow the guidance of leaders out- 
side the home, and to begin to gain skills and habits which will later 
help him individually or in relation with others. 


The kindergarten or nursery teacher provides a program that 
deals with safety, health, and inedical care, with work and play, 
with organized games and story-telling, with love of melody and 
rhythm, with expression through language, and with some under- 
standing of the world around him. Close relationships with parents 
and the community round out the program. 


No one believes that children should be allowed to do just as they 
please; probably no one would today impose on them a rigid, re- 
strictive pattern of conduct. But to find the golden mean between 
these extremes, so as to learn to live happily and usefully among 
others and at the same time develop individual power and initiative 
and responsibility—this is the task which should start right in the 
uursery class and continuc through the school years. 
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